ATODIAD 5/ APPENDIX 5

27th July, 2014
To Whom it May Concern,

Statement of Evidence to Support the Application for a Formal Footpath in front of the terrace know as the
Mawddach Crescent.

1982 and 1989 | was using the footpath that passed in front of the Mawddach Crescent up to four or even five
times a week for shopping in Barmouth; the doctor’s surgery; Montessori nursery where my children went as
well as for leisure.

of the houses. It is also gloomy and rather dark behind the terrace. Up to the time when we were challenged, |
would estimate that | walked or cycled along this route once or twice a month on average.

was used by locals and visitors alike.

There is a clear public benefit here for several reasons. Firstly, the view that unfolds js unigue. Secondly, the
path behind the houses becomes very muddy and dirty in wet weather. | also feel, as a woman who often



also remember artists coming down and setting up their easels to paint. Leslie Vaughton of St Mary’s Terrace
was a regular there and he painted many a scene whilst sitting on this particular path.

I'enclose a copy of two photographs of friends and myself during the late 1980s sitting on the wall that is now

enclosed and out of bounds.

I am happy to attend any hearing to present my evidence and for my name to be disclosed.

common history and heritage.

Ynuire faithfolh,

LIinos Rowlands



27th July, 2014

To Whom it May Concern,

Statement of Evidence to Support the Application for a Formal Footpath in front of the terrace know as the
Mawddach Crescent.

My mother, Pat Rowlands, bought Arfryn Cottage on Arthog hill in 1967 and from that time we used to visit for
all of the school holidays from Epping. | used to cycle and walk the path in front of Mawddach Crescent alone,
with my parents or with my brother and sister several times a week between 1967 and 1977 in order to visit
Barmouth to shop or go on the beach. We also used to picnic on the wall in front of the Mawddach Crescent
and there was a bench there for public use.

In 1977, 1 moved to Arthog as a permanent resident apart from term times when | was at Exeter University. |
continued to use this path as a route to Barmouth by bike or walking regularly. | worked in Barmouth at the
Angry Cheese Restaurant and | would travel this path daily to work on my bike because it is the quickest route
to Barmouth. | never used the path around the back of the terrace. There was a clear path that was a right of

way in front of the terrace.

In 1988, | moved to Dolgellau and since then, my wife and | have retained very close links in Arthog and still
own the cottage which is used by family and friends as well as ourselves. | walked this path at least once a
month on average and | know my wife used it when cycling to Barmouth from Dolgellau until the resident
challenged us from the house at the end of the terrace.

Approximately three years ago, my wife and | were walking on this path after passing through gates that had
been newly erected. The resident from the end house on the Barmouth side challenged us and said we were
walking through his garden. My wife told him that this had always been a path since she was a child. | also
objected and said this had never been a private garden. We haven’t walked at all down that area since which is
very sad as it has left a bad feeling about a place that has very strong childhood memories.

The fences and gates erected are new. There was never a gate and fence on the Dolgellau side and the gate on
the Barmouth side was much further on from the terrace with a gap where the pedestrian gate used to be.
This was not a gate enclosing the frontage of the terrace.

I'am willing to attend any hearing and for my name to be disclosed.

Dy¥efi Rowlands



Footpath in Front of Mawddach Crescent, Barmouth Junction, Morfa Mawddach.

Staternent of Evidence to Support the PROW Application by Mrs Norma Stockford

I am a native of Barmouth, born in 1 945, and have used the path in front of Mawddach
Crescent for as long as | can remember. My father was a local ferryman who ran regular
trips to Penmaenpool and we frequently walked in front of the terrace to check that the
channel was navigable. The path of the river changed annually and early each year it was a
ritual to walk the banks of the Mawddach checking the channel in order to avoid the
sandbanks when taking passengers on boat trips up to the George .

I am a keen walker and also use the path on walks with members of the local Ramblers
Association, with the Barmouth U3A Walking Group, and with family. In addition, / enjoy
running and this is one of the routes I have used for the past 35 years. | am 69 years old
and run alone, | don't like using the footpath to the rear of the houses because it is much
more enclosed, preferring to run in front where it feels safer | use it about fortnightly.

I recall a private notice being put Up some years ago, but ignored it as | always assumed this
was meant for vehicular access, not for pedestrians. | have met one or two people here as |
run past, and have received surprised looks, but have never been verbally challenged.

! find it difficult to open and shut the heavy metal gate which replaced the old wooden five
bar gate and closed off the smaller pedestrian gate at the side.

I can appreciate that there should be no vehicular access, but do wish to continue this lovely
route which | have followed since my childhood.

Signed..
Norma C Stockford



STATEMENT OF EVIDENCE
re: Mawddach Crescent, Arthog

I feel that much of my evidence is contained within my correspondence with Gwynedd Councﬂ
but I would like to expand on certain aspects of this.

I have been visiting Barmouth all the 64 years of my life! My father introduced my mother to the
area on their honeymoon and I was first taken there as a 6 week old baby in 1949. We had at least
two holidays a year there throughout my childhood, staying with a couple who ran a boarding
house. They became family friends and we still visit Megan Williams who is now 95 and in Hafod
Mawddach care home. Over the years, I introduced my husband to Barmouth, and we
honeymooned there in 1974. We took our children on very regular holidays to Barmouth and for the
past 9 years have also taken our grandchildren there each Whit. The walk across the bridge and
round the “artists' houses” was always part of the holiday and has therefore been an almost annual

event for over 60 years.

I am giving so much detail to indicate my great love of the area and my knowledge of it over a long
period of time.

The roadway in front of Mawddach Crescent was always open to pedestrians during my childhood
and later years. There was a gate but this was assumed to block car access and certainly we
delighted in strolling past the houses and enjoying the paintings which were clearly visible on huge
easels in all the rooms. Visitors could, like the artists, enjoy the wonderful light and views at that
point. I enclose a photo of my parents and [ sitting on a bench within the roadway. This was taken in
August 1990. I can be quite specific about that date as it was our last visit there with both my
parents — my mother died in 1991. I do wonder who provided the bench- a benevolent resident or
maybe even the council of the time? We all look relaxed and not in fear of challenges from the

residents!

While I cannot give accurate detail to support this, I do feel that the wordage on the gate has
become increasingly hostile, and changed from a mere “private” to the notice on the enclosed photo
taken in 2013. The buoy on the sea wall particularly annoyed me as I am sure that such an
obstruction on what must be a public wall is not acceptable. It was this subtle change in tactics that
prompted my contacting the Council last year and led to my support of Mr Roberts' action.

It may be on interest to note the reference to the properties in the Ward Lock Barmouth Guide
Book. Regrettably, there is no date within this book but evidence leads me to conclude that it was
printed before 1954. An advertisement for the RNLI refers to its Treasurer being the Duke of
Montrose and I find that he died in 1954. The details of the walk at Arthog refer to walking past the
terrace. I would interpret that as meaning “in front of...”. The current path behind the houses was
never used in my childhood and later years and 1 feel that this book confirms that a public path
existed in front of the houses at that time.

Both my husband and I would be willing to attend a hearing to discuss our evidence further.
Although not local to the area, we have a strong attachment to the Mawddach and all that it offers in
the way of scenery, as I hope I have demonstrated. It seems so sad that the actions of a few residents
can prevent other people from enjoying such a unique and very special view.

Colette Tunley
14" May 2014
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Mawddach Crescent.
Status of P.R.O.W. Claimed.

As one who was born in Barmouth Junction, now Morfa Mawddach, I was a regular
user of the footpath in question until I left the area in 1960. As children we spent
many hours playing on the obstacle course left behind by the marine training camp at
the crescent. The footpath provides direct access for those resident in Arthog village
who use it for cycling, walking or work in Barmouth. It avoids having to use the
A493, now a much busier road, for 1 mile to Barmouth Junction.

Sometime in the 1960’s a sign was erected at the eastern end of the crescent directing
the footpath towards the rear of the crescent. To my knowledge- [I stand to be
corrected on this point-] the inhabitants of Arthog were not informed of this. Indeed
not many were aware that the footpath behind the crescent even existed. There was a
delivery track used by tradesmen which I often used when doing holiday work with
the local bakery. I had to consult the 1899 revised 1938 OS map sheet SH61. It
clearly shows both footpaths in front and behind the crescent.

Some years ago I remember discussing with the late Miss Dorothy Roberts, the then
owner of Fegla Fawr, how fortunate we were to have been brought up in such a
place. She told me that it had been designated as a “place of natural beauty” and thus
was limited as to what she could do to the land. The footpath at the back of the
crescent hardly does justice to the natural beauty.

I regularly go back home. A visit to the crescent is the first place on the list. My sons
have been introduced to my old haunts and I hope to be able to do the same to my
grandsons. It is important that the footpath from Arthog village to the south end of
Barmouth bridge, passing in front of the crescent next to the sea wall, shall be used
by all to fully appreciate the natural beauty of the place. From memory this footpath
is at least 6 to 8 metres from the front garden boundary fence of the crescent.
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Additional information regarding the Public Footpath in front of the ‘Crescent’ in the community of
Arthog.

e |lived in Bronfegla between 1958 and 1971 and | am very familiar with the area.

e After moving from Bronfegla, | visited the area regularly as my friendship with friends who
used to live in the Crescent continued and also to walk around Bryn y Fegla and on to
Barmouth.

e The path was used regularly by a wide range of people which included local people walking
or cycling towards Barmouth and people from all over who would use it for leisure purposes.

e Onapersonal level, | used it for the reasons noted in the above point, to visit friends and to
access the estuary for fishing.

e The residents of the Crescent were happy enough with how things used to happen, that is
that people were free to walk in front of the terraced houses without any obstacle. | believe
that it was due to the influence of one of the residents who moved to the Crescent that
things changed and creating the barriers with the gates and signs.

e | believe that the path should be reinstated for the public’s quiet enjoyment of this special
area. The view is second to none and one that | would wish to share with others.

Huw Edwards

8 August, 2014
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Statement by Roger David Cashmore in support of Claim for P.R.0.W at Mawddach Crescent.

I continued to visit Barmouth regularly during the 1970’s and 1980’s and often walked the route in
front of Mawddach Crescent. Between July 1993 and July 1999 | spent a week in Barmouth every
year for hill walking. On arrival in Barmouth | would take an evening walk over the bridge, then in
front of Mawdddach Crescent to the site of Arthog station returning along the Mawddach Trail.

At no time in the 43 years of using the route in front of Mawddach Crescent did | receive any
challenge. In fact, the opposite often occurred and | chatted amicably with residents of the Crescent.

In 2005, having by then relocated to live in Dolgellauy, 1 attempted to walk the route again but found
it barricaded and notices describing it as ‘Private Property’ and a ‘Private Road’ had been erected. In

Photographs which I took of the western end of Mawddach Crescent in 1994 and 1996 show the
route free of obstructions. They also show that, at that stage, (as far as | can see) there was no
‘Public Footpath / Liwybr Cyhoeddus” sign at the western end diverting walkers around the rear of

the houses.
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ARTHOG

The hamlet of Tal-y-Llyn, at the far end of the lake, is 10 miles
from Dolgelley. Three miles fa i

The Torrent Walk, Dolgelley, may also be included without
materially increasing the distance, if, on leaving the glen, as
directed in connection with Dolgelley, a turn to the left is made
on regaining the road. From the top of the Torrent Walk the
distance to Tal-y-Llyn is only 7 miles.

ARTHOG

Arthog is a hamlet on a spur of Cader Idris, aboyt 2% mileg

from Barmouth. It may be reached (1) by rail to Arthog

station; (2) by boat; (3) on foor. Cross the bridge to Barmouth
Junction signal-box and pass through a smalj gate to a row of

beyond a wicket gate some 120 yards on the right, leads stra ighi
Arth

to Og over a level-crossing.

¢ Bridge walkers can also continue along the path
beside the railway to the Junction and beyond. After passing

on the left, near the end of a terrace of houses, leads along a
field path to the main road for Arthog,

) by car, via Penmaenpool tol] bridge and then turning
sharp right on leaving the station yard.

The views of mountain, moor and sea are delightful; and in
late summer the gardens in the village are a riot of colour.

Walks from Arthog

To the Arthog Falls, in the grounds of Arthog Hall, a castellated
house, charmingly situated on the hillside, half a mile from Arthog
station, or about 1% miles from Barmouth Junction. The ounds
command lovely views. Except in times of drought, the falls are
worth a visit. Tickets of admission can be ogtained at the Hall (req-
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CADER IDRIS

To Penmaenpool (George), at the head of the estuary of the Maw-
ddach, 4} miles by the delightful highroad.

; Pelmmgenpool can also be reached by boat from Barmouth—a
ovely trip.

To the Crogenen Lakes (Llynau Crogenen), about 800 feet above
the sea. Opposite Arthog Church a short steep path leads into the
road behind the mansion of Tyn-y-Coed. On turning to the right a
iate on the left is shortly seen. The road itself leads stg;lght on to

rthog Falls, but passing through the gate étcx:t mentio the way
leads up past a small farmhouse on the eft, bears round towards the
right, past a second farmhouse on the left, and winds upwards to

genen Lakes, 13 miles from Arthog station,

An alternative route, On getting into the highroad from Arthog station
tumn to the right, and near Arthog Terrace turn up the road “To Cader
Idris,” by a little blue-painted cottage. It is at first rather Steep, and passes
through a wood. Shortly after getting into the open, there goes off to the
right a mountain road which leads into the Ffordd Ddu or Old Towyn
Road. But keep nn;;ht on to a stream crossed by an ancient stone crossing.
On the other side o the stream are the scanty remains of [lys Bradwe
reputed to have been the residence of Ednowain of Bradwen, the head :l‘
the “superstitious fifteen tribes of Wales,”

stone circle. On the other side of the wall near these stones is a trackway,
from which, over the intervening hill, the Crogenen Lakes may be reached,
or, b ﬁoh}g south along the trackway, the Ffordd Ddu or Old T,
d’.' ollowing this to the left for a couple of miles, the head of ga
ey is thence %cnmen

: pool station. This
round from station to station is about 8 miles,

CADER IDRIS

There are many stories of Cader Idris, but nearly all are concerned with
the people or other beings who lived there rather the mountain jtself,
The name Cader Idris, literally translated would mean Chair (or Seat) of
Idris Arthur). Idris is described as a giant, but it is reasona ly certain
that is more a measure of the man's mind than a ducn“‘ption of his
hysical stature. He js sometimes connected with Arthur of the Round
able, but it seems more probable that this mountainous region was at
some distant date the abode of a remarkably wise and enli;gwned man
who, only in more recent times, has been with the Arthurian
Legend. "The word “Seat"” almost certainly implies a place of abode
rather than an actya] chair, and the attempt to identify the place near the
summit where the giant used to sit js to misunderstand the type of le
;hm omtraf is mountainba'nﬁs mialx:ke wubmada by Mrs,
emans in » DOW perhaps in obscurity, bnt valuable in
that it records tga story that to sleep o%der Idris is to awake either a
madman or a bard,
. TPiel belief ig the e:ktene:l of elves or fair:ies in the euve} of Cader Idris
18 still curren They are ways spi in spite of the mountain
being such a grim and inhospitable plaoe.p o
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APPLICATION FOR MODIFICATION ORDER
WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981

Claim for a Public Right of Way (P.R.0.W.)
Statement of Evidence to Support the Application

Claimant: Cf‘]"ﬁf/l\/ ~“THOMHKS (NEF/Mrs/Missivis)*
Address:

Telephone no: Work: Home:

Dttne of DD O W Sialimad. EOOYTPRATHE VIBVWAY S

(N B Throughout th1s form P.R.O.W. is used to indicate a claimed Right of Way which may be any
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need to ensure its accuracy. It wﬂl also be madc avallab]e to the Iandowner and/or other mterested
persons and will be analysed by Gwynedd Council using electronic data processing equipment.

DESCRIBE ROUTE OF P.R.0.W. CLAIMED (note the location of and describe any gates or stiles
on the route; a plan should be provided to illustrate the situation) PLAT PROVIDED B HUW
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ADDENDUM TO STATEMENT OF EVIDENCE
CLAIM FOR A PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY

Mawddach Crescent was part of a speculative development by Solomon Andrews, and
many of what are now roads and paths around Fegla Fawr were tramways at the time the
Crescent was built between 1900 and 1902. At the time of construction, one tramway ran
in front of the houses and another behind. The 9 houses in the Crescent had fenced and
gated front gardens (and still have them), with a pavement in front and then a wide
roadway. I enclose a copy of a 1902 photograph showing these details.

I also enclose another photograph from the GWR publication dated April 1926 entitled
“The Cader Country; how to explore it’, which clearly shows the Crescent, road,
pavements, and sea wall. As can be seen, the roadway and sea wall extended far beyond
the crescent of houses, particularly at the western end, and there are no barriers as there

are now.

Finally, the 1:25,000 First Series Ordnance Survey map of Barmouth, compiled from 6
inch sheets last fully revised in 1989-1900, but with partial systematic revision 1938-52,
clearly shows a footpath IN FRONT of the houses and an unfenced trackway BEHIND.
A copy is enclosed.

I believe that this evidence supports my contention, based on using the path in front of
the Crescent for 57 years, that an attempt is being made to exclude the public from a
pathway that has been in use for more than a century. To argue that there is now a good,
well maintained footpath behind the houses, and that this justifies the attempted land grab
in front of the properties, ignores the fact that in the winter months in particular, that area
can be a quagmire — a fact not helped by its use by lorries emptying the bins and
recycling containers.

Kevin Taylor
11" September 2014



THE BARMOUTH JUNCTION & ARTHOG TRAMWAYS 31

The impressiye estuary front
terrace ‘Mawddach Crescent’
still under construction in 1902,
with the first heuse already
occupied, the terrgce being
completed in September of that
Year. This was the only part of
the proposed development on the
estuary front to be completed,

Collection. - John FAndrews

lo attract potential clients for same. Preparations started continuous Jolting resulted in damage to the whee] bearings,
immediately for Mawddach Crescent and a sea wall was buyilt 50 a new method was devised. A standard gauge trolley was
across the mouth of the sandy bay, the land behind being built, the platform of which was low slung just to clear the
filled in with a vast amount of guarry waste from Tyddyn main line rails, on which tramway rails were fixed, thus
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ARTHOG AND CADER IDRJS,
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| became familiar with Mawddach Crescent in the early seventies when | met my husband. He had
spent the early years of his childhood in No. 3. We would walk there often, and then with the
children and more recently with the grandchildren. The highlight of the trip was sitting on the wall
and having a picnic and the children would love going down the steps to play on the banks of the
water.

My husband had surgery on his knees two years ago and therefore we could not walk very far. As he
is now much better, we decided to go for a walk to the Crescent a fortnight ago — park the car in
Barmouth, cross the bridge and follow the path along the estuary. We had quite a shock to see the
changes since we were last there three years ago. Gates and fences preventing access and
threatening signs.

Lawns had been created along the wall which weren’t there previously, and tables and chairs set in
front of the houses to show that they had claimed this land which was previously hard ground and
open for everyone to walk on.

A sign directed us past the back of the houses but we had never gone that way and we went through
the gate and past the front of the houses to be able to enjoy this excellent view —and have a rest on
the wall. A man came out of one of the houses; he was on holiday there. By now, only one of the
houses has someone living there permanently.

It is obvious that the owners of these houses want to keep everyone out and deny the right which
has always existed for us to walk and enjoy our heritage. It is part of our heritage and we must keep
it open for everyone to enjoy.

STATEMENT PREPARED BY:

DOROTHY JONES



171 the ea)\*B \QS—O“\% T Qt;sed as o O,\fltld ‘\ﬂ
No 2 NMasddach Cresenk Artieq .
We Mosed ax a acmt\j o Abossedn Lol (se. 3\’%

Rewnd  © @ cesecnt edet on Ay to'@cﬂ-
Skzﬁmé) o W © Qwedic i No 2.0 = mm'v(%g

\asos  and  ewly \AOs.

T cewly semerbd Wak 1o pude had Jul
access o Te foaddny N :E\oﬁc g TS hawsek
e wa> by Fooo ot by vehde.

Thie enbve é\"\'o{e(:dﬂ@ £wtvL \"=% gm‘v Gasdon ;E-eme&
W T e Qoa war ves entoely  wmelaled
Wil tosmacadamTTRe wab & ‘"@o‘d‘o\cﬂ andl
e & ta akachad showgabhs Wobds fis,
As . A D iemembsd Lanles woudd g’cn%: ad
have e Penes on G Qea @a&mm
0y wee olmus welianed by 1B soidocs
@ e cseseoo e dull sfnlo\ic, aeceg ek algy

uSed ]35 &\S\N@WU\.
1 aeo  sevemhsy to v\\rttj Would %"'@\ Arwe.
Aoy A LOGALSO\Jﬁ R\ \orties oA Cuo
%‘\9!\9 ADON Yo \engix é & vood. dus
Jcravx\:fj foSCises | -
';EA& ‘r\cme, wsed, 1.“{-\-\5 rode La LSQQ\&@ é} 05 Yands
w @ \Q7s apsds ' |
RN * e div
As o Guyredd sexdeny S Ao e






De.

~ e g,
CWYNEDH

CYNGOR

D.Coleman Esq.

The Rights of Way Officer.
Gwynedd Council.

Cae Penarlag

Dolgellau

Dear Mr.Coleman,
I'm sorty, but I forgot to fill in the official form you sent me for the Crescent

Arthog matter, which I now do so and send to be included with my letter I brought you two days ago.
I also include a letter from the Daily Post recently which was also sent and printed

in today’s edition of the Cambrian News.

I do hope this all arrives in time for inclusion and please don’t bother to

acknowledge this letter,
yours etc,

and thanking you for all the care and interest vou have taken in this matter,

W.A Pritchard.
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,We WI“ keep a: ‘back fence, with the rubbish.and 7 -
* recycling bins etc: Taking all things into

_welcome in hillside

RELATING to the bid for the riverside
“promenade at the Arthog Mawddach
crescent to be reopened (DP Aug20) T -
was for nine months a tenantat No.1
. named “Heddwch” (Peace) therein -
2000/01. AR

My landlady the late Marian Evans -
-was a kindly lady. I was acquainted with
all the owners; never hearing of any

problem with the walkers who came by.

They could not walk thrdugh the e

gardens, which were well fenced.

Today the “Road closed” owners do
not share:with visitors, the peace:and
outstanding beauty of the riverand -
mountains, which the residents have all
the time. B ; g

In contrast, the getting-béhind pathrat
the rear, blocks-out the wonderful
experence. - i

That path is roughand up against the

account, will' we keep a progressive
welcome at the riverside, aswellas the

.- oneinthe hillside? fop :

. David Sheringham, Fairbourne
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10/1/15
ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE -

PUBLIC FOOTPATH AT THE ‘CRESCENT’, ARTHOG

| lived in Bronfegla, Arthog from 1958 to 1965, a private house very close the rear of the ‘Crescent’
terraced houses in the Morfa Mawddach area.

The road between the ‘Crescent’ and the river Mawddach was a wide, nice one with excellent views
towards the river and Barmouth. In my time, many artists would paint pictures of the view in front of
the ‘Crescent’. As children and young people, we would walk and cycle in front of the ‘Crescent’
regularly, enjoying the beautiful scenery. We never had any complaints from the residents of the
houses. There was a post box on one end of the path where we used to post our letters. The path
would lead us to Barmouth Bridge, where we would cross to Barmouth itself.

My brothers and | would use the Crescent path at least once a week — more sometimes in the
summer.

Closing the path would completely ruin this part of the riverbank, and would destroy this little area
for tourists and local residents alike.

Yours truly

DYFAN ROBERTS



